2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Message from the Board

Your Alliance Française de Philadelphie has served as Philadelphia’s main cultural
and social connection to the Francophone world for over a century. While
navigating a regularly evolving environment, we have continued to serve our
mission to help people learn French and deepen their knowledge of Francophone
cultures and are proud to have achieved success in 2021.
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This past year was busy and successful. During 2021, we increased registration
for our French language classes, particularly among our children’s classes,
solidified our position as the major examination center in the Philadelphia area
for French language certification exams (TCF, DAEFLE, DELF, and DALF), and
expanded and diversified our cultural offerings.
Building community is an important aspect of our mission, and even with a
limited cultural budget, the Alliance Française de Philadelphie has served the
Greater Philadelphia area with a wide range of cultural events for a variety of
ages and interests. We embraced the challenges we have faced in recent years to
take innovative approaches to offer virtual, hybrid and in-person classes and
programming. Our cultural activities included lectures about history, art,
architecture, sociology, movie screenings, culinary events, sports events, book
clubs, poetry readings, and wellness activities such as yoga and meditation. We
modernized our library catalog, which is now available online, and upgraded our
library - rich with more than 2,000 books, DVDs, CDs and magazines – to include
board games. We also offer access to Culturethèque, a digital library, to our full
members.
We believe our educational and cultural offerings, as well as membership in the
Alliance Française de Philadelphie, provide tremendous value to learn skills,
create connections and deepen understanding of French language, Francophone
cultures and each other. Our success reflects the greatly appreciated dedication
and commitment of our wonderful instructors and staff who provide our students
and community with quality instruction and helpful resources. We also express
our sincere gratitude to our students, members, board members, partners, and
generous donors for their commitment and support. We are looking forward to
another successful year and continuing to work together.

Beth Diffley
Board President

Sonia Robin
Executive Director

FY21 Annual Report | 1

OUR WORK
A French School, a Cultural
center.
At
the
Alliance
Française, we learn more than
a language. We are committed
to offering a wide array of
programs, because we believe
our
organization
should
reflect the diversity of our
community.

OUR MISSION
The Alliance Française de Philadelphie is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to helping
people learn French and more about
Francophone cultures. We do that by offering a
wide variety of classes for all levels, many
cultural events and a welcoming community.

Learning French
With over 60 classes a week, we meet the needs of students of all ages
and levels, while keeping the size of the online and in-person classrooms
small, facilitating active engagement and participation
Our two scholarships (The Marie Louise Vermeiren Jackson & the Pierre C.
Fraley scholarships) allowed 3 students to participate in a study or work
program in a francophone country.

Connecting communities
Through a wide variety of
cultural
events,
our
community has met, learned
and expanded its knowledge
of
francophone
cultures.
Nearly 60 events were held,
for all ages, interests, and
budgets!
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OUR IMPACT
Our year, in numbers

29,000

People visited our website

57

Events held online and in
person

1,700

Members attended our
events

OUR COMMUNITY
29
18
4
1,300
260

Instructors
Board Members
Staff members
Students
Members

IMPACT STORIES
The instructors and the course
content and selection at the Alliance
Francaise
in
Philadelphia
are
fantastic. I reached out to them so
that I could brush up on my French. I
have been taking art history
workshops, grammar bootcamps,
and private tutoring...all remotely. My
confidence and skills are increasing
each week.
Kirk, student & member
Alliance Francaise is one of the City of
Brotherly Love's true treasures. It is
such a joy to partake in its excellent
instruction. My French has truly
grown. I highly recommend Alliance
Francaise for non-native French
speakers at every level for academic,
social, and emotional well being
especially during this pandemic. Let
yourself be challenged by its superb
faculty
and
fabulous
online
instruction.
As
your
French
progresses, your soul will soar! Learn
more, go to afphila.com today! A+!
Clare, student & member
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Contributions

Individual Contributions
Donor-directed funding

As
a
self-funded
nonprofit
organization, we rely primarily on
tuition and contributions to fund
our operations and offerings. We
are deeply grateful to our
community for their generosity
and confidence in us. Your
financial and in-kind support
inspires us to do better, reach
more people and amplify our
impact.

Partnerships

Memberships
Corporate sponsors
Grants

Monetary donations enable us to:
Fund a full time
instructor position
Increase teaching staff
salaries
Maintain affordable class
tuition and program
attendance fees
Acquire educational
material for online and
hybrid classes

Provide tuition
assistance
Offer more free and
donation-based
events
Upgrade our library

We also received in-kind donations from Le Pain Quotidien for our events, and Pro-Bono legal
support from Green & Spiegel, an immigration law firm.
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Looking ahead to 2022 and beyond
As we build on this year's achievements, we are excited to serve our
community even better.
With the hope that the world will be a safer place, and regardless of
what obstacles there may be, we plan to create more opportunities to
get together, to reach out to grow our community and deepen our
connections and understanding , and to provide our community with
top notch educational resources and cultural programs.

A commitment to
teaching excellence

Diversifying our
programs

Our
teaching
method
integrates French language
and French and Francophones
cultures with dynamic and
current multi-media content.
Our qualified and certified
instructors will continue to
learn and use updated and
adapted methods.

We strive to represent all the
aspects and richness of the
French
language
and
francophone culture through
a maximum of media: cinema,
literature, sports, food, history
and heritage. Culture is
everywhere!
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OUR SUPPORTERS

We could not have done it without you!

We are deeply grateful to our community for their generosity and confidence in us. Your financial and in-kind support only inspires us to
do better, reach more people and amplify our impact. In 2021, we received financial support, pro bono legal assistance, and the time
and expertise of many willing volunteers across a variety of subject matters. We have been tremendously fortunate to receive multi-year
funding to support a full-time instructor position, which afforded us greater flexibility to reallocate resources in ways that managed our
school activities more effectively and increased our administrative resources. This reallocation allowed us to increase compensation to
our hourly, part-time instructors which helped us attract, hire, and retain our high-quality instructors.

Double your Donation

Supporters
Lynn Miller & Jim
McClelland
Linda Lou Lopez
Robert Gonnella
Janet Evans & Jim
Corrigan
Daniele & Jerry
Grossman
Nancy Gabel & George
Broder
Amanda Barber
Beth Diffley
Cynthia Decrucq
Jennifer Cardy
Indu Ramachandran
Kirk Kozero
Joan Gmitter
Kathleen Diffley
James Bannerman
Christiane de Boisseson
Adrienne Frangakis
Barbara Borak
Baron Brockington

Gerard Lewis
Diana Regan
Monique & Craig Laird
Catherine Kosman
Zabeth Teelucksingh
Cecil Jones
Matt Cole
Sandra Vernick
Barbara Edelstein
Terry Dolan
Christine Lewandoski
Sheri-Ann Cowie
Lawrence Bass
Bernard McCullagh
Patrick Chadd
Robert Boggs*
Foundation
Robert Cordell
Stephanie Sullivan
Debra Meltzer
Gerald Zubkoff
Julian & Betty Slowinski

Joyce Vuocolo
Christine Jefferson
Martine Chauvet
Mary Dugery
Amanda Matthieu**
Lori Roman
Paul Weisberg
Gerard Mitchell
Michael Scullin
Eric Tomlinson
Judy Hartl
Chris Hemsley
William Craig
Carolyn Adams
Gloria Henderson
Laura McLafferty
Liz Mednick
Hilda Bacon

*Gift matched by Merck
**Gift matched by Comcast

Ask your employer about Matching Gifts
Many companies in the United States match
charitable
donations
made
by
their
employees. This means that your gift to us
could do even more to help fight
monolingualism! You may send an email to
the human resources department at your
company to find out if they offer a matching
gift program.
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The donations and support we receive from our
community promote a virtuous circle. We hope to
continue that circle by using those donations to our
cultural programming and offer budget-friendly
activities for everyone.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
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Donate online

Make a financial contribution, either one-time or
recurring, at afphila.com/membership-support/donate/

Donate in-kind

Contact us to learn about in-kind gifts

Volunteer

Call us to find out about Volunteer - Volunteer to help
with events or our library at afphila.com/about-us/jobopportunities/

Sponsor

Sponsor an educational or cultural programming series;
sponsor a teaching position*

Bequest

Contact Sonia Robin at 215-735 5283 to discuss large or
legacy gifts including charitable bequests through estate
planning or wills, gifts of securities/stock, or IRA charitable
rollover contributions
*Please Forward to a Friend to further your impact!

afphila.com

|

1420 Walnut Street suite 700 Philadelphia PA 19102

|

@afphila
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